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1. On-26 April 1948, e conference was held in the rooms of the Commmist Office
for Pepular Education, Viemna IX, Wasagasse 10, concerning the fugion of Com-
mnist orgenizations., The following persons took part in the discussion:

Franz Homner, Deputy Chairmen of the Austrisn Commmist Party and )
director of illegel Comrmmniset defense orgenizstlons in
Austria,

Ing. Ernet Wegerer, & director of the Werksctutz in the Soviet Zone of
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The conference wes interded to lead to a fusion of Corrunisct cefenso orgeniznge
tions in Anstris. ' It was agroed thet o cormittee should be formed from the
Werkschutz, the Black Brigade, the Conrmmnist sport escociation, and the FOJ,
for the purpcse of distributing uniform orders to all these groups., The in-
dividusl orgonizations,hovever, were to retain their organic independence,

In Styria, activities of CP sabotage groups are directed by a contral office

in Fohnsdorf, The chief of this headquartors is Ernst Heler, who lives in
Fohnsdorf, Lorenzypasse 13, laler is 27 rears old. He spent five yoere in a
concentration camp, In February 1948 he attended a Perly school in Vienna &nd,
possitily ebout the same time, a sabotege course in Zistersdorf, Ilis deputy

is Fritz Drobesch, 30 years old. In the Folingdorf mines, Fritz Wallant also
hes a leading role in the sabotage organization; “ie lives in Fohnsdorf and is

a member of the provineial directorate of the CP in Styria,
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Sabotage groups eubordinate to the Fohnsdorf headquarters have been recognized

in the following places in Styrie: Graz, Leibnitz, Voitsberg, Koeflach, Juden-
burg, Knittslfeld, Leoben, Donawitz, Kepfenberg, and Muerszuschlag. These 25X1AGa
sabotage groups are organized according to e system of ten~man units nt
strongth is 2500; 489 of these nem are &ssigned to the Werkschutz. ‘ enti:
This indicates that there are 2500 potential Commmnist saboteurs in S » The
term Workschutz, however, is usuelly used to designate the organized corps of
factory guards at Soviet-controlled plents in the Soviet Zoi of Austria, It is
therefore unlikely that 429 Werkschuts members are active in Styria, The above
stotement may vesn that 489 Commnists from Styria have joined Werksehuiz units in
the Soviet Zone of Austria. It ie slso possible that the figure of 2500 saboteurs
ie meant to ineclude all saboteurs in Austria, )

Orgenization of Communict sabotage groups in Upper Austris is continuing., From
17 to 22 June 1948, a reprecentative of the Centirl Cormitiee of the CP was

in Linz in ordor to discuss the developgents of sabotage groups with Comrmmmi st
leaders in Upper Austria., He allegedly stated that, for the time being,
sabotage groups should engage in recrultment and training only. Sabotage is not
to bogin until after the withdrewsl of the occupation forces, '

From 5 to 7 June 1948, a course was given in Krems, Lower Austrie, for directors
of the secret FUJ sabotage organization in the Muchlviertel. FPersons taking
part in the course were Walthor Brandecker, director of POJ sabctage organization
in the Muehlviertol end editor of the newspeper, Neue Zeit in Urfahr; Harbert

- Muehlleiter from*Gellineukirchen; Karl Zagmelster from Rohrachj and Rudoelf

Brandtner from Freistadt. Instructorpwere three Austrians end a Soviet major
nemed Shervenko. The course in Krems was a repetition of -instruction given at the
Zistersdorf sabotage school, which Muehlleiter and Zagmeister had already attended.

The following subjects were taught at Krems: technique of explosives; signalling,
ineluding sketchy instruction in the operation of shortumve sets; excreises

with the Panzerfaust (Germen bazooka-type weapon); political instruction. Students
woere told that their fuiure assignments would involve participation in the egtablish-
ment of & "people's demooratic army® and cooperation with the Soviet Army. Students
were warned repeatedly to observe complete secrecy.
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